
Mass Gatherings Rules and Regulations

The Kimble County Mass Gathering Rules and Regulations are hereby established pursuant
to the authority of Chapter 751 of the Texas Health and Safety Code (the Texas Mass Gathering
Act).

Section One:
Definitions

For purposes of these Rules and Regulations, the following words shall have the meaning
ascribed:

1. "County Judge" means the County Judge or the County official whom the County
Judge has appointed to hear reports regarding a mass gathering and to make a

determination as to whether a permit should be granted or denied.

2. "Mass gathering" means a gathering:
a. All or any part of which is held in the unincorporated areas of Kimble County

and outside the limits of a municipality;
b. That attracts or is expected to attract:

i. More than 2,500 persons; or
ii. More than 500 persons, if 51 percent or more of those persons may

reasonably be expected to be younger than 2l years of age and it is
planned or may reasonably be expected that alcoholic beverages will be
sold, served, or consumed at or around the gathering; and

c. At which the persons will remain:
i. For more than five continuous hours; or
ii. For any amount of time during the period beginning at l0 p.m. and

ending at 4 a.m.

3. "Person" means an individual, group of individuals, firm, corporation, partnership, or
association.

4. 'oPromote" includes orgarize, manage, finance, or hold.

5. 'oPromotero'means a person who promotes a mass gathering.

SectionTwo:
Exemptions:

Any mass gathering described in this Section is exempt from Section Three and is not

required to obtain a permit.
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1. Any mass gathering held at a venue that was established specifically for the purpose of
events identical to the mass gathering. For example, a football game at a football
stadium.

2. Any mass gathering which, because of the venue, time, or other condition for use of
the intended location, the Promoter has already been required to obtain authorizations

from the Fire Marshal, Sheriff, and the County Health Authority.

3. Any mass gathering approved by a public entity to take place on a publicly-controlled
site and for which the promoter has already been required to obtain authorizations from
the Fire Marshal, Sheriff and the County Health Authority.

4. Any mass gathering held on private residential property and not commercial in nature.

5. If a promoter of an event is uncertain as to whether the event that they are promoting

is covered under an exemption or not, the promoter may file a "Request for an Initial
Determination" with the County Judge's office. The County shall review the form and

make an initial determination whether the event is exempted from these Mass

Gathering Rules and Regulations. The County may revoke its initial determination at

any time if it becomes awzre of material changes in the plans for the mass gathering.

The promoter shall inform the County of any material changes to the plans for the mass

gathering.

Section Three:
Permit Required

A person may not promote a mass gathering without a current, valid permit issued
under these Rules and Regulations and the Texas Mass Gathering Act. A person who
does so without a current, valid permit, commits an offense.

An offense under this Section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than

$ 1,000, confinement in the Kimble County jail for not more than 90 days, or both. Each
day of the violation is a separate offense. Any law enforcement agency withjurisdiction
over the location of the event shall have citation power under this Section.

A permit issued under these Rules and Regulations is valid for one mass gathering
event. Permits will not be issued for multiple events.

These Rules and Regulations apply in addition to any and all other permit requirements
of Kimble County.

l.

2.

3.

4.
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Section Four:
Application Procedure

l. At least 45 days before the date on which a mass gathering will be held, the promoter
shall file a permit application with the Kimble County Judge's Office at 501 Main
Street, Junction, Texas 76849. An application form may be obtained in person at that
office or downloaded at . The County Judge's Office shall date

and timestamp the receipt of each application. A permit application will not be
accepted later than 45 days prior to the event.

2. The application shall include at least the following information:
a. the promoter's full name and addresses (physical and mailing);
b. a financial statement that reflects the funds being supplied to finance the mass

gathering and each person supplying the funds;
c. the full name and addresses (physical and mailing) of the owner of the

property on which the mass gathering will be held;
d. a certified copy of the agreement between the promoter and the property

owner(s);
e. the location and a description of the property on which the mass gathering will

be held;
f. the dates and times that the mass gathering will be held;
g. the maximum number of persons the promoter will allow to attend the mass

gathering and the plan the promoter intends to use to limit attendance to that
number;

h. the name and contact information for each performer who has agreed to
appear at the mass gathering and the name and address of each performer's
agent;

i. a description of each agreement between the promoter and a performer;
j. a description of each step the promoter has taken to ensure that minimum

standards of sanitation and health will be maintained during the mass
gathering;

k. a description of all preparations being made to provide traffic control, to
ensure that the mass gathering will be conducted in an orderly manner, and to
protect the physical safety of the persons who attend the mass gathering;

l. a description of the preparations made to provide adequate medical and
nursing care; and

m. a description of the preparations made to supervise minors who may attend the
mass gathering and ensure that they are not able to obtain alcohol.

Section Five:
Investigation

1. After a permit application is filed with the Kimble County Judge's Office, that Office
shall send a copy of the application to the Kimble County Health Authority, the
Kimble Countv Fire Marshall. and the Kimble
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2.

County Sheriff.

The Kimble County Health Authority shall investigate preparations for the mass
gathering and whether the preparations in place would comply with the Minimum
Standards for Health and Sanitation for Mass Gatherings, which are attached to this
document and incorporated herein for all purposes. The Kimble County Health
Authority shall also forward the application to the Kimble County Hospital District so

that the Hospital District may contribute to the report given by the Health Authority.
At least five days before the date on which the hearing prescribed in Section Six is held,
the Kimble County Health Authority shall submit to the County Judge a report stating
whether the Kimble County Health Authority believes that the minimum standards of
health and sanitation prescribed by state and local laws, rules and orders will be
maintained.

The Kimble County Fire Marshal shall investigate preparations for the mass gathering.
The Kimble County Health Authority may contribute to the report given by the Fire
Marshal. At least five days before the date on which the hearing prescribed in Section
Five is held, the Kimble County Fire Marshal shall submit to the County Judge a report
stating whether the Kimble County Fire Marshal believes that the minimum standards
for ensuring public fire safety and order as prescribed by state and local laws, rules, and
orders will be maintained.

The Kimble County Sheriff shall investigate preparations for the mass gathering and
whether the preparations in place would comply with the Minimum Standards for
Public Safety for Mass Gatherings. At least five days before the date on which the
hearing prescribed in Section Six is held, the sheriff shall submit to the County Judge
a report stating whether the sheriff believes that the minimum standards for ensuring
public safety and order that are prescribed by state and local laws, rules, and orders will
be maintained.

The County Judge may conduct or request any additional investigation that the County
Judge considers necessary.

The Kimble County Health Authority, the Kimble County Fire Marshal and the Kimble
County Sheriff shall be available in person at the hearing prescribed by Section Six to
give testimony on their reports.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Section Six:
Hearing

l. In no event later than the 1Oth day before the date on which a mass gathering will begin,
the County Judge shall hold a hearing on the application. The County Judge shall set

the date,location and time of the hearing.

2. Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given to the promoter and to each
person who has an interest in whether the permit is granted or denied.

3. At the hearing, any person may appear and testiff for or against the permit.

4. At the hearing, the County Judge may request information from any other department
or organization with knowledge or experience related to the mass gathering.

Section Seven:
Timeline

1. The Health Authority, the Fire Marshal and the Sheriffs Office shall investigate the
mass gathering and submit a report to the County Judge within 30 days after the County
Judge's Office received the application.

2. The County Health Authority, the Fire Marshal or the Sheriffs Office may request
additional time to complete their investigation from the County Judge in 15-day
increments. Additional time will only be granted if there is at least 25 days until the
day of the event. Additional time may be requested more than once.

3. The County Judge shall conduct the hearing within 10 days after receiving all of the
reports.

Section Eight:
Findings and Decision

1. After the completion of the hearing prescribed by Section Six, the County Judge shall
enter hisArer findings in the record and shall either grant or deny the permit.

2. The County Judge may deny or revoke the permit upon a finding of any of the
following grounds:
a. The application contains false or misleading information or omits required

information;
b. The promoter's financial backing is insufficient to ensure that the mass gathering

will be conducted in the manner stated in the application;
c. The location selected for the mass gathering is inadequate for the purpose for

which it will be used:
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d. The promoter has not made adequate preparations to limit the number of persons

attending the mass gathering
e. The promoter has not provided for adequate supervision for minors attending the

mass gathering;
f. The promoter does not have assurance that scheduled performers will appear;
g. The preparations for the mass gathering do not ensure that minimum standards of

sanitation and health will be maintained;
h. The preparations for the mass gathering do not ensure that the mass gathering will

be conducted in an orderly manner and that the physical safety of persons attending
will be protected;
Adequate arrangements for traffic control have not been provided; or
Adequate medical and nursing care will not be available.

Section Nine:
Permit Revocation

The County Judge may revoke a permit issued under Section Eight if the County Judge

finds that preparations for the mass gathering will not be completed by the time the
mass gathering will begin, on any grounds listed in Section Eight, Subsection 2., or that
the permit was obtained by fraud or misrepresentation.

The County Judge must give notice to the promoter that the permit will be revoked at
least 24 hours before the revocation takes effect. If requested by the promoter, the
County Judge shall hold a hearing on the revocation.

3. If the County Judge revokes a permit upon a finding of one of the above grounds, the
promoter shall have five business days to cure the deficiency. If the deficiency has been

cured, as determined by the County Judge, then the permit shall be reissued.

Section Ten:
Appeal

A promoter or a person affected by the granting, denying, or revoking of a permit may
appeal final action to a district court having jurisdiction in Kimble County.

Section Eleven:
Inspections

1. The Kimble County Health Authority may inspect a mass gathering during the mass
gathering to ensure that the minimum standards of health and sanitation prescribed by
state and local laws, rules, and orders are being maintained. If the Kimble County
Health Authority determines a violation of the minimum standards is occurring or is
likely to occur, the Kimble County Health Authority may order the promoter of the
mass gathering to correct the violation.

1.

j.

1.

2.
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2. The Kimble County Fire Marshal may inspect a mass gathering during the mass

gathering to ensure that the minimum standards for ensuring public fire safety and order

as prescribed by state and local laws, rules, and orders are being maintained. If the

Kimble County Fire Marshal determines a violation of the minimum standards for fire
protection and safety is occurring or likely to occur, the Fire Marshal may order the
promoter of the mass gathering to correct the violation. The Fire Marshal and the

Kimble County Hospital District may coordinate with each other to provide inspections

to ensure that the minimum standards for public safety are being observed.

The Kimble County Sheriff s Office may inspect a mass gathering during the mass

gathering to ensure that the minimum standards for ensuring public safety are being
maintained. If the Kimble County Sheriff determines a violation of the minimum
standards is occurring or is likely to occur, the Kimble County Sheriff may order the
promoter of the mass gathering to correct the violation.

A promoter who fails to comply with any order issued under this Section commits an

offense. An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine
of up to $500.00. Each day of violation is a separate offense. Any law enforcement
agency with jurisdiction over the location where the event is held shall have citation
power under this Section.

SectionTwelve:
Fees

1. An application for a permit to promote a mass gathering must be accompanied by
payment of the minimum inspection fee in the amount set out in the attached Fee

Schedule.

Special events that require more extensive review from the Fire Marshal, the Sheriff,
or the County Health Authority may be assessed a reasonable surcharge to compensate
for the additional time spent inspecting the event. Applicants will be informed of any
surcharges via a'Notice of Surcharge." The surcharge must be paid within ten days of
receiving the "Notice of Surcharge" for the event.

All fees relating to the issuance of a Mass Gathering Permit shall be determined by
Commissioners' Court and incorporated into these Mass Gathering Rules and
Regulations. These fees shall remain in effect from the effective date hereof until
changed by Commissionerso Court. Fees may be changed at arry time and from time-
to-time by Commissioners' Court, as it deems appropriate. The fees shall be approved
or amended by Commissioners' Court in the manner authorized by law for the taking
of official action by a political subdivision. Any changes shall be effective for events
in which the application is f,rled after the date of the change.

All payments of fees shall be non-refundable; payments must be made by cashier's
check or money order payable to "Kimble County, Texas."

3.

5.

2.

J.

4.
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